Data needs for health policy in an aging population (including a survey of data available in the United States of America).
The development of a coordinated, systematic and responsive data base is essential for governments to make informed decisions for policy development and planning, to assess the impact of these decisions, and to operate their programmes effectively. One of the most significant challenges is the development of data systems capable of satisfying the multiple needs for data, and providing the data required for evaluating the impact of health programmes, while keeping the respondent burden reasonable. The United States of America is fortunate in having well-developed systems of data collection by national surveys for demographic, social and economic characteristics of the population, morbidity and mortality, health expenditures, and use of health and long-term care services. Current survey and administrative record data sets are described. Policy issues in health care for aging populations require the use of multiple data sets which may require modification of or addition to existing surveys and administrative records. Recommendations are made for an extension of the data bases already in existence and on the expansion of analytical capacity to address health policy issues for the elderly.